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From Keith on the Evidence of Prophecy. 
DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 

“ There shall be great tribulation, such as 
was not from the beginning of the world to this 
time—no, nor ever shall be. There shall be 
great distress in the land, and wrath upon this 
people. These are the days of vengeance. 
Such are some of the words of Jesus relative 
to the destruction of Jerusalem; and all the 
previous prophecies regarding It were of the 
same sad import. The particulars of the siege 
are all related by Josephus, and form a detail 
of miseries that admit not of exaggeration ; 
and which he repeatedly declares, in terms 
that entirely accord with the language of 
prophecy, are altogether unequalled in the his- 
tory of the world. No general description can 
give a just idea of calamities the most terrible 
that ever nation suffered. The Jews had as- 
sembled in their city from all the surrounding 
country, to keep the feast of unleavened bread. 
It was crowded with inhabitants, when they | 
were all imprisoned within its walls. The 
passover, which was commemorative of their 
first great deliverance, had collected them for | 
their last signal destruction, Before any ex- 
ternal enemy appeared, the fiercest dissensions 
prevailed—the blood of thousands was shed by 
their brethren ; they destroyed and burned in 
their phrenzy their common provisions for the 
siege. ‘They were destitute of any regular 
government, and divided into three factions.— 
On the extirpation of one of these, each of the, 
others contended for the mastery. ‘The most | 
ferocious and frantic—the robbers or zealots, 
as they are indiscriminately called, prevailed at 
last. ‘They entered the temple, under the pre- | 
tence of offering sacrifices, and carried conceal- | 
ed weapons for the purpose of assassina‘ion.— | 
They slew the priests at the very altar ; and! 
their blood, instead of that of the victims for| 
sacrifice, flowed around it. They afterwards) 
rejected all terms of peace with the enemy : | 
none were suffered to escape from the city ;| 
every house was entered, every article of sub-| 
sistence was pillaged, and the most wanton bar-| 
barities were committed. Nothing could re-| 
strain their fury. Wherever there was the ap- 
pearance or scent of food, the human blood- 
hounds tracked it out ; and though a general | 
famine raged around ; though they were ever | 
trampling on the dead ; and though the habuta- 
tions for the living were converted into charnel | 
houses, nothing could intimidate, or appal, or 
satisfy, or shock them, till Mary, the daughter | 
of Eleazar, a lady once rich and noble, dis- | 
played to them and offered them all her remain- | 
ing food, the scent of which had attracted them | 
in their search—the bitterest morsel that ever 
mother or mortal tasted, the remnant of her, 
half eaten suckling. Sixty thousand Roman 
soldiers unremittingly besieged them. They | 


encompassed Jerusalem with a wall, and hem-| _ 


med them in on every side ; they brought down 
their high and fenced walls to the ground ; 
they slaughtered the s!aughterers, they spared | 
not the people ; they burned the temple in de- 
fiance of the commands, the threats, and the 
resistance of their general. With it the last 
hope of all the Jews was extinguished. ‘They | 
raised at the sight a universal but an expiring | 
cry of sorrow and despair. ‘Ten thousand | 
were there slain, and six thousand victims were | 
enveloped in its blaze. ‘The whole city, full of 
the famished dying and of the murdered dead, | 
presented no picture but that of despair—no | 
scene butof horror. The aqueducts and the} 
city sewers were crowded as the last refuge of 
the hopeless. ‘T'wothousand were found dead 
there, and many were dragyed from thence and 
slain. The Roman soldiers put all indiscrimi- 
nately to death, and ceased not till they became 
faint and weary and overpowered with the work 
of destruction. But they only sheathed the 
sword to light the torch. They set fire to the 
city in various places. ‘The flames spread 
every where, and were checked but for a mo- 
ment by the red streamlets in every street.— 
Jerusalem became heaps, and the mountain of 
the house as the high places of the forest.— 

Within the circuit of eight miles, in the space 
of five months ; foes, and famine, pillage, and 
pestilence, within; a triple wall around, and 
besieged every moment froin without; eleven 
hundred thousand human beings perished— 
though the tale of each of them was a tragedy. 
Was there ever so concentrated a mass of mis- 
ery? Could any prophecy be more faithfuily 
and awfully fulfilled? The prospect of his 
own crucifixion, when Jesus was on the way to 
Calvary, was not more clearly before him, and 
seemed to affect him less, than the fate of Je- 
rusalem. How full of tenderness, and fraught 
with truth was the sympathetic response of the 
condoling sufferer to the wailings and lamenta 

tions of the women who followed him, when he 
turned unto them, and beheld the city, which 
some of them might yet see wrapped in flames, 
and drenched in blood, and said, ‘‘ Daughters 
of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for 
yourselves and your children. For behold, the 
days are coming in the which they will say, 
Blessed are the barren, and the womb that 
never bare, and the paps which never gave 
suck. Then shall they begin to say to the 
mountains, fallon us, and to the hills, cover 
us. For if they do these things in the green 
tree, what shall be done in the dry?” No im- 
postor ever betrayed such feelings as a man, 
nor predicted events so unlikely, astonishing, 
and true, asan attestation of a Divine commis- 
sion. Jesus revealed the very judgments of 
God ; for such the instrument by whom it was 
accomplished, interpreted the capture and de- 
struction of Jerusalem, acknowledging that his 
own power would otherwise have been ineffect- 
ual. When eulogized for the victory, Titus 
disclaimed the praise, affirming that he was 
only the instrument of executing the sentence 
of the Divine justice. And their own historian 
asserts, in conformity with every declaration of 
Scripture upon the subject, that the iniquities 
of the Jews were as unparalleled as their pun- 
ishment. 

All these prophecies, of which we have been 
reviewing the accomplishment, were delivered 
in a time of perfect peace, when the Jews re- 
tained their own laws, and enjoyed the protec- 


tion, as they were subject to the authority, of | 
the Roman empire, then in the zenith of its 


power. The wonder excited in the minds of 
his disciples at the strength and stability of the 
temple drew forth from Jesus the announce- 
ment of its speedy and utter ruin. He fore- 
told the appearance of false Christs, and pre- 
tended prophets; the wars and rumors of 
wars; the famines, and pestilences, and earth- | 
quakes, and fearful sights that were to ensue 3) 
the persecution of his disc:ples; the apostacy | 
of many ; the propagation of the Gospel; the | 
sign that should warn his disciples to fly from) 
approaching ruin; the encompas-ing and en- 
closing of Jerusalem ; the grievous affliction 


shortening of their sufferings, 


| e . . . 
might be saved ; and that all this dread crowd ,;him who seeth in secret, nor undervalued by ministry of the word. 
of events, which might well have occupied the the Christian community. ‘The worthy minis- these things?” &c. These passages of them- 


progress of ages, was to pass away within the 
limits of a single generation. 


described ail these things. 


plete and literal fulfilment shows them to be in.) volion enjoyed by the sisters, at their meetings | unimportant. 
/dubitably the revelation of God. 


We take the annexed passage froma letter 
published in the New York Baptist Register, 
written by the wife of a missionary in Lilmots. 
We consider every such statememt an argu- 
ment of too much power to be withheld from 
Christian readers. ‘The writer of the letter ts 
engaged in teaching a school. 


“1 will tell you something of the church here, 


and you will see the difficulties we have to! Who hasever left this little social circle with- pel is substantially, if not precisely the same 
struggle with. It has about 100 members. It | out feeling some holy desires kindling within) in modern as in primitive times, yet as it re- 
At the last church meeting | 


has no deacons. 
hut one, an attempt was made to chose some 
St. Paul’ lification { deac j | 
ot. Pauls qualincation tor a deacon was read, 
and not one was found that approximated near 
enough to the standard to be elected, it there- 
fore remains without. ‘here is nota man in 
the church who will pray in prayer meetings, 


ce ee 


dition. But one, and in my view not an incon- 
siderable one, was omitted ; I mean meetings 
for social prayer. 

And now my dear sisters, permit me as a 
lover of true devotion, to inquire, have you done 
all you can in this respect? Have you done 
a!l you could do, not only towards establishing 
them in your neighbourhood, but in sustaining 
them, and inviting othersto attend? Are you 
a constant attendant yourself? Do you make 
it your rule that mere trifles shall not deter you 
from the performance of these duties ? Do 
you know of no one who is not in the habit of 


If so, affectionately invite 
And think not that 
unassuming form of worship, 


iter of S———, in a time of religious decien- 


None but He | sien, asserted that he should have no hope of} the great work to which a ministers called, is 
who discerns futurity could have foretold and |ever seeing a revival of religion among his | to preach the Gospel, and that every other duty 
And their com- | people, were it not for the spirit of fervent de- | peculiar to him as a minister, is comparetively 


for prayer. He could not believe that such un- 
‘tiring zeal, such earnest desire, and humble 
' confidence, would long remain unblessed. Nor 
was he disappointed. Since that time his 


‘church bas arisen, and their numbers more 
‘than doubled. 


| But should a revival of religion not be 
expected, (which should never be the case,) 
| yet what female that is thus accustomed to bear 
‘the cross, dves not find this the most blessed 


| - . 
means for her spiritual growth in grace !— 


her breast, to be more and more transformed 
to the image of her Divine Lord 2?) Who has 


them in the name of the Father, and of the others may look upon th . 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to and perhaps te reany + Bh — 
observe all things whatsoever I have command- dence of piety in their own souls. and exhibit 


ed you.” What is the great duty enjoined in| not much of its fruits; yet nevertheless they 
. . . ° | e 
this commission ? Paul says to Timothy, | venture to unite themselves with the church, 


“ Till I come, give attendance to reading, to) without much self examinas; 

exhortation, to doctrine.’ ‘‘ Meditate,” says|themselves down perfostiy or and i’ — 
he, ‘upon these things; give thyself wholly | imagining their duties are Pecan Pomme. 
to them, that thy profiting may appear to all.— | all taken up, and that they are in an sehr 
Study to show thyself approved -f God, a/heaven. air way lor 


workman that needeth not to Le ashamed,| If at any time conscience remonstrates, they 
‘rightly dividing the word of truth. It is not! quiet this faithful monitor by saying, “ we a 
/reasonabie that we should leave the word of | not expect perfection here, all Christians move 


. 
jattending them, who would be benefitted by | God ard serve tables; wherefore brethren, look their faults, we must mingle with the world as 
‘such attendance ? f 
of the tender sex ; the unequalled miseries of | them to accompany you. 


all; the entire destruction of the city ; the |this humble, 
that still some | though veiled from public gaze, is unnoticed by give ourselves continually to prayer and the) church of Christ, and profess to be members of 


ive out among you seven men of honest report, | long as we live in it,” &c. &c. 

jem be Holy ap _ so presi: Rise I ask whet can we expect from such 
may appoint over this business. But we will church members? ‘hough they belong to the 
Who is sufficient for| His body, can we reasonably expect they will 
be co-workers together with Him, to advance 
the interests of His cause in the world ? Can 
we expect they will take an interest in the 
proceedings of the church, when they have Not 
broken off from the vanities of the world: or 
that they will attend the meetings of ‘the 
church, when a party of pleasure in the com. 
pany of their gay and fashionable associates is 
more congenial to their feelings, and disposi. 
tions of heart; or that they would sacrifice 
much for the support of the gospel, when they 
sacrifice so much to pride and vanity?) Fort 
is written, “ No man can serve two masters.’ 
Do not some become church members merely 
through hypocrisy ? put on the semblance of 
piety, when they are perfectly conscious they 
never experienced its power? Do not some 
become church members to advance their re- 
putation in society, and thus trifle with the 
most solemn obligations, merely through carnal 
policy? 


|selves are sufficient to satisfy an inquirer that 


| Indeed. I might almost ask 
what other duties, except the ministration of 
‘the word and ordinances, are enjoined on him, 
| but what are required of other Christians, ex- 
‘cept to be sure, that he is to become pre-emi- 
nentin the discharge of such duties. 

If preaching the Gospel be thus important, 
it wili follow of course that the best possible 
‘method of communicating that Gospel, must 
'be a subject deeply interesting to every minis- 
ter of Christ. 

Although the matter of preaching the Gos- 


tong the manner of preaching, it has under- 
‘gone a considerable alteration. Custom has 


gone forth and aot formed new resolutions to| lung since established, very generally, the 
devote herscif unreservedly to God and his| practice of selecting a very short text from 
service, to live no longer for herself and the | which the preacher has raised a general senti- 
world, but for her Saviour and eternity. /ment, to the enforcement of which, his divis- 

Such an one is ready to engage with all the | ions, discussions, illustrations and applications 


Now if any of these motives, or others which 
are not in accordance with the word of God, 
induce persons to become church members, 
we can expect nothing else but those evils so 
justly complained of by “ Punctuos.” 


‘the church, because we opposed the use of | 


said, “ T will give my reason point blank. 


| got into a church in the world. 


and only one, that will pray in his family, except 
a Br. R. who preaches. Almost all advocate 
the use of ardent spirits. 

It was with great difficulty that we got into 


ardor of humble piety, in all the benevolent 
exertions of the day. She feels that it 13 a 
blessed privilege to deny self, and labor inces- 
santly tor God. Her alms and prayers are 
constantly arising in sweet unison before the 
throne. And as one very justly observes, it is 
a direct way to discover who are the most efli- 
cient members in the church, to inquire who 
are the most punctual at meetings for prayer. 
He says, +f he applies here for any assistance, 
and isrepulsed, he despairs of obtaining from 
‘any source. Such an one by being circum- 
spect, by taking accountof every moment as it 
| fits away, and employing it to the best advan- 
lage, always finds sufficient time for the be- 
-stowment of those particular charities, which 
are to be exercised within her sphere. She 


strong drink. ‘The question was debated for 
hours and was several times thrown by without 
our being admitted; but we had some friends 
who refused to travel with the church, if we 
were rejected, We at last had the vote of all 
the church but one. (It is a rule in the 
church that none can be admitted while there 
is a dissenting voice.) ‘hat one was required 
to give his reason of rejection, or ‘bear the 
burden.” The gray-headed father arose, and 
He 
is too full of his missionary business ; and he 
wants to make laws for our eating and drink- 
ing. Ifhe will say there is no harm for church 
members totake a glass now and then, | will’ 
vote.” Mr. B. said he could not, if he never | pray yonder.” Here she, like the high priest, 
He thought, bears upon her breastplate before God, the case 
it was harm; and that he must lift his voice of her dear little charge in the Sabbath school, 
against any use of it. ‘The old gentleman, | the orphans she is assisting to educate, the poor 


however, agreed to bear his burden and we \she is relieving, the missionaries she is labor- 
were adinitted, 


subject, and [ think the practice is beginning to 
be unpopular in the minds of some. scended to put within her power. 

The objections to our manner of teaching | This is but an imperfect picture of one 
are really amusing, at the same time they pain whose soul is bent upon the blessed principle 
us, because they show us that oursis the for- of doing good. And where can we expect 
imidable task of dealing with minds sunk in that you will so effectually imbibe this princi- 


prayer, a sacred pleasure in saying to the cares 
of the world, “stay ye here while J] go and 


} " . 
doing good, a gracious Saviour has conde- 


we do not have a loud school.” ‘That is,| Master? Go then, my sisters, and thus prepare 
have the scholars study all the time aloud.— | your hearts fur the noblest of all services, that 
Another, because we class our scholars ; here. of serving the Lord; and remember that ‘f he 
that is never the case, but each scholar brings that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful 
a book to suit himself, and reads alone. When | also in much, and he that ‘is unjust in that 
we first opened our school, L beleve a monk | which is leas:, is unjust also in much.” Make 
would have laughed to see the manccuvring of no wore excuses to your fellow mortals, that 
the scholars; runuing out, jumping over the; you have no time, or that you have no talents; 
benches, snatching books, talking and studying | but go in secret and teil God your particular 
aloud, &c. One brought the ** Children of the} case, and humbly inquire, ‘ Lord what wilt 
Abbey” for a reading book, another ‘ Charlotte ‘thou have me todo 2” Reflect upon the infi- 
Temple.” We bave succeeded, however, in| nite goodness of God, manifested to you in 
getiing in Pierpont’s Young Reader, with his| creation, preservation, in giving you a birth and 
Introduction; Woodbridge’s Geography ; Kirk-| education in a Christian land ; the superiority 
ham’s Gramrammar ; Sinith’s Arithmetic, and | of your privileges to those of your sex in most 
Webster’s late edition of Speiling Book ; also, | countries, but above all in your redemption and 
Colburn’s and the Child’s Arithmetic, &c. | hopes of eternal felicity beyond the grave — 

We have succeeded remarkably in bringing; And then ask yourself what you shall render 
the school under subjection. We hardly have | to your God for all his benefits? Reflect upon 


f se : » 
Mr. B. harangues them on the ing to sup ort and all the various means ot 
- pport, 


‘have all tended. ‘This 1s doubtless one of 
|many other methods, that at times may be 
adopted to advantage: but why it should be 
adopted to the almost entire exclusion of every 
other method, or occupy such a prominent place 
as to be considered the test of a good sermon- 
izer, is not so easily conceived, It affords, to 
be sure, more ample scope for the preacher to 
| display his own ingenuity and skill, and perhaps 
|for that reason is the more exceptionable. In 
‘this method the preacher presents a sentiment 
_which he supposes to be contained in the pass- 
age, and then quotes Scripture to prove the 
correctness of his opinion. Now, though there 
be some few instances of this among the primi- 
tive preachers and fathers, their more usual 
| practice was, to present the passage of Scrip- 


and illustration. In the first ages of Christian- 
ity, they did not select a short text and make it 
the foundation of an elaborate discourse ; but 
read a portion of Scripture somewhat as in our 
conference meetings, when the preacher gave a 
brief exposition, which was followed by pa- 
thetic exhortation. Lt is obvious in this method 


that the voice of the preacher is heard less, 
and the voice of God and Insptrativun is treard 


more than in the modern custom. 

It has been thought that the established cus- 
tom affords more variety in preaching: the 
very reverse of this is the fact. What greater 
/or richer variety can be found than is contained 


ignorance and prejudice. One objects because | pie, as with Mary at the feet of your Divine in the Bible. Next to the matter there is 


nothing which so keeps up our interest from 
year to year in reading the Scriptures, as the 
‘rich variety in which truth is presented. 

There is no doubt that preaching the word is 
to be the grand instrument in renovating the 
world, nor much less doubtin a thinking mind, 
that in order to its becoming quick and power- 
ful, and mighty through God, it must be deliv- 
ered by a method more congenial to its own 
noble simplicity, spirit and genius. 

It is not, however, best for every man who 
discovers, or thinks he discovers wherein the 
ministry may be improved, to set up fora re- 
former. God has assured us that as he lives he 
will fill the whole earth with his glory. The 
time probably, is not far distant when he will 
search out and raise up aclass of ministers 
who will not think the loss of their reputation 
as serionizers too great a sacrifice, but will 


a whisper now in the course of aweek. We 
have chiefly effected this by admonition, bu: 
it has been a Herculean task. Surely we had 
to give “line upon line, bine upon line ; pre- 
cept upen precept, precept upon precept.”’-— 
Our motive inthis is to make them govern 
themselves by a sense of propriety and moral 
obligation. 

But the climax of our trials has been in trying 
to establish a Bible class. This, we have at 
last effected; but I expect it will terminate in 
our expulsion from the church. They think it 
is united with the Bible Society and Missionary 
Society, and is an attempt to ‘‘unite church 
and state.” 

The object of it was explained again and 
again in the pulpit, but some declared they 
‘would not be convinced.” Yesterday,a good 
hearted cold brother came into the office, half 
distracted, and said, that things had got- 
tento a “strange pass. Something must be 
done.” That he had lost ell confidence in us 
now. That the leading member of the church 
thought it best to bring us before them next 
church meeting, and exclude us forthwith,— 
Almost all the intelligent part of our little 
community have joined us; but none of the 
church. Our class consists of 16. Last 
Sabbath eve was our first meeting. ** But none 
of these things move us.” Brethren, pray for 


us. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
FEMALE PRA\ ER MEETINGS, 

The question was lately very pertinently 
asked by a respected friend, ‘ have our female 
friends done all they can do for the promotion 
of ardent piety, and the extension uf the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom on the earth.” And imme- 
diate reference was made to several important 
duties, peculiarly adapted to their sex and con. 


and the nearness of that day, when we shall 


~hip. And may God grant that not one of my 
sisters, at this important period of time, may 
be found in listless inactivity, 

Lest Gabriel on swift pinions flying, 

Around her clap his flaming wing ; 

Awake ! awake! thou sleeper, crying 

How canst thou sleep ‘midst death and sin? C, 


For the Christian Secretary. 


Preaching the Gospel is not only the most 
prominent of all means employed for the salva- 
tion of men, but paramountto all ether mcans 
put together. It has frequently been said that 
the work of the pulpit forms but a small part of 
aminister’s duty. Such «#ssertions, however, 
seem to be made without much reflection, and 
less Scripture for their support. Ifthe preach- 
ing of the Gospel consists in saying any thing 
and every thing on religious subjects, that may 
perchance enter @ man’s head during the hour 
cousecrated to that work, then the above de- 
claration is true: but if it consists in commu- 
nicating the great sy~tem of divine truth taught 
in the Bible, in the best possible manner, then 
with the consecration of all our time, talents, 
and erudition, we may ask ** who is sufficient 
for these things?” ‘The time he is preaching, 
it is true, forms but @ small part of that which 
should be devoted to the work of the minvistry, 
but, then, the principal duties belonging to the 
ministry out of the pulpit, are to be performed 
with special reference, and in subservience to 
that work. Insupport of a declaration so re- 
pugnant to the opinions of some, it is nece-sary 
to refer to the commission given to the apos- 
tles, and also to the subsequent instructions, and 
declarations of the apostles themselves. ‘‘Go 
ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 


be called to give an account of our steward-; the success of their ministry. 


the much there is to do, the shortness of time, | sieze on the most effectual method, and will| 26th days of August, 1832. 


find such sacrifice abundantly remunerated in 


As much asl value the moral machinery 
|which the last twenty or thirty years bas put ip 
operation, | will venture to say that God has 
clearly intimated by the revivals of 1831, that 
that apparatus belongs in the rear, and that the 
ministration of the word and prayer is to stand 
out in bold relief of all other means to be em- 
ployed, in the conversion of sinners to God. 

Winpuam County. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
Mr. Enitor, 

The remarks of ‘* Punctuos” in the Secreta- 
ry of the 24th ult. suggested the following in- 
quiry, which, if faithfully and conscientiously 
answered, might discover the foundation of the 
evils complained of by ‘* Punctuos,” at least in 
many instances. 

Do right motives always influence persons to 
become church members ? 

The word of God affords ample instruction 
on this point—but do we always take this un- 
erring standard to direct us in this particular ? 
Do we honestly and heartily seek to know 
what our duty is, and then walk in that path 
which it directs, independent of any considera- 
tion, save those high motives which alone 
should influence us in a matter of such import- 
ance ? 

Is it nota fact that many persons are indu- 
ced to unite themselves with Christian church- 
es, from no higher motive than mere secular 
advantage, and make it not a subject of prayer, 
or forethought ? 

Perhaps ail their friends and acquaintances 
are church members, and hence they think it 
would add much to their happiness to be united 


Let those who would unite themselves with 
the church examine themselves candidly, and 
thoroughly, and see to it, if they covenant 
themselves together, to break off from the 
follies and vanities of the world, that they do 
it; if they promise ‘to cast their lot in with the 
people of God, to share their sorrows, as well 
as their joys, that they fulfil their high obliga- 
tions ; forit any worldly motive prompts them 
to unite themselves to the visible church of 
Christ, they will have no relish for the duties 
which they come under obligations to perform, 
and consequently they will be neglected, and 
thus wound the cause of Christ which they 
have openly espoused. 

I would not be so uncharitabdle as to say that 
all those who profess the religion of Jesus, and 


. ' . . . . ° 
feels at the return of the consecrated hour of |ture,and go abroad after corroborating proof} who do not walk worthy of their high vocation, 


are hypocrites ; but the laxity of many pro- 
fessors of religion at the present day, is an evil 
of no small magn'tude, and one which threat- 
ens to overwhelm our churches with darkness 
and sorrow, and instead of blessings, bring 
down the righteous indignation of God. 

Let us raise the standard of piety high, and 
let the world see that we do not approve, or 
encuurage those inconsistencies in professors of 
religion, which the word of God reprobates ; 
or they will denounce our religion as little bet- 
ter than hypocrisy, and the performance of our 
outward duties, as little better than the mum- 
/meries of popish superstition, Justiria. 


Extract from Elder John Burch to the Editor of The 
Cross, dated, Jefferson County, Miss. Oct. 25, 1832, 


Dear Brotner Cuampers, 

I am going to tell you what I call good news, 
In Lounds county in this state, from good au- 
thority, there have been received and baptized, 
from July to September, four hundred persons. 
The greatest day’s work has been eighty-four 
baptized in one day. Elder E Flower tells 
me that he has no doubt of its being the work 
of the Lord ; for he says it is from sound pre- 
destinarian preaching. 

With much respect, your brother, 


JOUN BURCIL 


| Inp1ANorotis.—The last session of this As- 
pomnpeer was held at Friendship Church, Mor- 
gan county, Indiana, on the 24th, 25th, and 
Elder Landy 
Hurst preached the introductory sermon, from 
Eph. it. 20th, 2ist, and 22d verses. William 
Sanders was chosen Moderator, and H. Brad- 
ley, Clerk. Churches, 18, three of which, 
were admitted at this session. Ordained min- 
isters, 11. Licensed, 3. Baptised, 59. Re- 
ceived by letter, 74. Dismissed by letter, 58. 
Excluded, 12. Deceased, 7. ‘Total, 869 — 
Cross and Baptist Banner. 


IGNORANCE 


Gives a sort of eternity to prejudice, and 
perpetuity to error. When a baletul supersti- 
tion, like that of the church of Rome, has 
once got footing among a people in this situa- 
tion, it becomes nextto impossible to eradicate 
it ; for it can unly be assailed with success by 
the weapons of reason and argument, and to 
these weapons it is impassive. The sword of 
ethereal temper loses its edge when tried on 
the scaly hide of this leviathan. No wonder 
the church of Rome is such a friend to ignor- 
ance ; it is but paying the arrears of gratitude 
in which she 1s deeply indebted. How is it 
possible for her not to hate that light which 
would unveil her impostures and detect her 
enormities.—Rtvbert Hall. 


Laconics.—If I were a writer of books, I 
would complete a register, with the comment 
of the various deaths of men; and it could not 
but be useful, for who should teach men to die, 
should atthe same time teach them to live.— 
Montaigne. 


The difference betwixt a wise anda wild 
love is this—the one ever deliberates before it 
loves—the other loves before it deliberates.— 


in the same society with them; and though 


Hannah Wortley. 
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to get rid of the oppressive incumbrance of law 


mn — rarer ee Y ed while it oucht notto be doubted, they were : 
wm . greatly in advance of their cotemporaries in the religion. Atevery juncture the Baptists have 
PUSS *- admission and defence of free principles. In been found at their posts, and their ¢ fforts affor- 
= ————————————————— - . — 


EE ee —— 
For the Christian Secretary. 


ADVICE TO PROFESSO RS, 


laine netuce in the Ch.Secretary 
Suggested by (her rks of * Pe a i 


of Now er 27. 

Raise th christian standard higher, 

High r be tue Clu flan 2 alu, 
And ton Wier things asjare 

Phan a mere professor's name 
Alwavs be a humble christiin, 

Never be a lif-less one,— 
Tinitate the bright exam le 


Of Jehovali’s only Son. 


t your piety be active, 

tyoury 

And your love so pure and strong, 
Your deportment so attractive 

As to draw the world along. 


For the inconsistent Christian, 


One whose practice and whose creed 
Forms buta remote connt xion, 
Is a stumbling-stone indeed. 


ded most efficient aid to all these attempts at 
reform. Their leading men looked to the Rev- 
In this country, when the struggie which re- olution as an oportune period for securing reh- 
sulted in the establishment of American Inde- | gious freedom ona schon foundation ; and 
pendence, was approaching, they caught the they lost no opportuni y.and omitted no effort 
Backus, one of their | to direct public opinion to the subject, and to 
hile a lar-| legislative action in its behalf. A joint delega 
rof any | tron of the only two associations then existing, 
waited on Congress with a petition that the 
proved a coward. And General Washington Constitution of the Union might secure the ex- 
paid them a handsome compliment for their pa- | ereise of the right of private judgmentin matters 
triotism in his answer to an address presented | of religion 5 and also that that body would inter- 
tohim by the Philadelphia Baptist Association, Pose I's authority or influence to induce the 
Now it is a fact, though sometimes over'ook- | persecuting States to allow equal religious lib- 
ed, that government and religion exert a recip. erly to all denominations, 
rocal influence. Noone would expcet the/ As the people had groaned under the press. 
! Episcopalians of Eng'and, would, in the estab =< of an unhallowed State religion, though its 
jlishment ofa new government, fix ona repulr ehiel sufferings as yet were the fact cf its exis- 


4 *ge ¢ } , i . r . aa a 
lican form of government ; northat the Dissen- tence, aud the fear of its future Oppression, SO 


England, the Baptists, with scarce an aps ig 
have been the staunch friends of popular rights. 


inspirations of liberty. 
earliest historians, informs us that w 
ger proportion of the denomination that 
other class, entered the army, not one of them 


! 


Almost Christians never flourish,— lters of England would establish a monarchy.— they had seen the Baptists among the warmest 
Sa dreamt were oe [It is easy to see thatthe perfeerly inde» ndent and most devoted and constant friends of reli- 
" And theie ‘willing verte | | form of church government of the Baptists, cor- | 2t0us liberty And they found, oe See 
Those who idle in his viney we, l responds entirely with the princip'esof a repre-| — that this love of religious liberty pry sree 
Those who serk the re applause (seni -oerrae republic, like that of the United States their denominational principles; and itts not 
“" ; oe Red pe pO | And isa noticeable fuct, that during the fat- ctl plein that this fact should have led to the 
—_ Jvetit1a. | ter years of the Revoluationry war, and those im- €Xtmination and adoption of these principles ; 
sceantnaenintneeceeensneeen aa mediately afier its termination, the denomina and, of course to the increase of the denomina- 

ian the New York Observer. ition received uncommonly large accessions oi} saad 

numbers. Cuaracrer or Tue fanty Mixtsrers. 


urney, are 


The following lines, from the pen of Mrs. L. H. Sig’ 


transmitted for insertion in tae New York Observer Dioat heir 
import may be fully apprehend: 1, itis necessary to state or 
three facts. Mrs. Margaret Maria Peet, wife of Harvey I Peet, | 
Eisq., Princi dof the Institution for the lostruction of the Deat | 
and Dumb jn this city, died at Mariford Conn on the 228d 
September. She hadbeena pro Rs wiof religion for a 
and departed with a firm hope of a blessed samnont lity 1 
mother, wife of Rev. Isaa Lewis, had div 1 in the ‘triumph of | 
faith,” more than six years hetore her A few minutes efore | 
she drew her last bre uh. and sometime ifter she had lo t the 
power of utterance, Mrs. Peet distin tly and accurately spelled 
with her fingers, in the dialect of the Deaf and Du nhy the w rd 
“Mother? This was her last communication to her husheand, 
father aud sister, and afew other friends who were sitting aroun 
her dying bed. She left three little sons. 


' 


«TUE LAST WORD OF TILE DYING.” 


‘Tis o'er! ‘Tiso’er! 
That lip of gentle tone 
Doth sp ak to man no more ; 
ft hath given the parting kiss 


} 


o him with whom was learned to prove 
Phe climax of terrestrial bliss, 
Deep and mnfiding love 

kt hath sigh’d its last bequest 
On the weeping sister's breast. 
Its work is done. 


| 
; 
} 
| 


The soul doth wait for thee, 
Redeetnet 

Thy ransom’'d from the grave, i 
It waiteth to be free 

Still, on the dar ken’d eye 

Kt lingereth,—wishitful to convey 

One message more to frail mortality, 

Then soar away. 


!— strong to save 
{ 
| 
| 
} 


' 
There is no breath to speak, } 
No life-blood in the cheek. | 
Listening love doth strive in vain 
Those pearls of thought to gain 
Which on its upward track, 
Even from heaven’s threshold bright, the spirit throweth back. | 
But with remember’d skill 
The hand interprets still, 
Though specch with broken lyre, is faithless tothe will, 
Those poor, pale fingers weave with magie art, 
One last, lone thrilling word to echo through the heart— 
“ Mother.” | 


O, yet a moment stay, 

Friend !—Friend !—what would’st thou say ? 
Ww hat strong emotion with that word doth twine ? 
She whose sott bh vel lid dry thine infant te it, 

Hovereth she now, with love divine | 
Thy dying pillow near ? { 
And is the import of thy sign 

Thatshe is here? 

Faithful in thine extremest need, 

Descends she from her blissfal sphere, 

With the soft weleome of an Angel's reed 
Thy passage through the sliuddering vale to cheer ? 


} 
| 
' 
Or doth affection’s cherisl’d root 
So to earth’s soil adhere, | 
That thou in fond pursuit { 
Stull turn’st to idols dear ? { 
Draw’st thou the curtain from a distant scene 
Once more with yearning to survey 
The little student o’er lis book serene, 
The rlad one at his play, 
The blooming babe so lately on thy breast, 
Cradled to rest ? 


' 
} 
| 
{ 
' 


Those three fair boys, 
Lingers thy soul with them, even from Heaven’s perfect joys! | 
~ And dost thou teach us thus how strong a mother’s tie ? 
That when all others fade away, 
Stricken down tn mouldering clay, 


Springs up with agonizing hold on vast eternity. | 
Fain would we hear thee tell. 
But ah! the closing eye, 
The uttering moaning sigh, 
Speak forth the disembodied friend's farewell. | 
We toil to break the seal with fruitless pain, 
Time's fellowship is riven :—earth’s question ts in vain. 


} 
| 


Yet we shall know 
Thy mystery,—thou who unexplain’d hast fled 
"Where secret things are read. 
We after thee shall go, 
In the same path of woe, 
Down to the dead. 


| 
} 


' 
Oh Christ! whose changeless trust 
Went with her to the dust ; 

Who 
Did shield her from the victor’s power ; 
Suffer us not in death’s dread hour, 


Io fall from Thee 


se 8] irit free, 


a — = SS 
From the Baptist Repository, 
CONDITION OF THE AMERICAN BAP- 
TINTS, 

In our last paper we promised to answer the 
question, ‘To what is the great increase of the 
Baptist denomination in the United States to be 
ascribed?) ‘There occur to us several causes 
which have contributed at different times, and 
in different degress, to this result. 

Love or Liperry. 

Among these may be mentioned the fact that 
Baptists have alwiys been the friends of civil 
liberty, and on this account they have been ac- 
ceptable tothe American people. In Germany, 
it is well known, they were accused of extrava- 
gance in their notions of liberty ; and it is high- 
ly probable, thatat atime of high excitement, 
and when crude opinions and unsound doctrines 
concerning both religion and government, ex- 
tensively prevailed in Europe, they might have 
been somewhat enthusiastic; though it should 
be considered, they rarely told their own story. 
but their opinions were described by their ene- 
mies, and that their enemies were generally the 
dupes, or the interested supporters of abitrary 


principles. It is, therefore, reasonable to sup-| 


pose that, they have been greatly misrepresent- 


eccles:astical reform, while it is more than pos: themselves with a plain exhibition of plain truth. 
sible that others feel more interested in the /at- 


‘ence of persecution both in the old and in the eve in Christ, and to obey the gospel ; 


ses to sustain tedious, vexations, 
successful litigation in defence of their rights. most of lis svmpathies with the community,and 


| dious ipprisonments. 


pand banished, for preaching the gospel. 
stances like these shonld serve to fix 


‘tal interference in matters of couscience. 


‘sonal affair between man and his Maker, tn 


_ gospel, the individual should examine, and judge 


land discipline. The decisions of Councils. 


| force, that grand maxim ofthe Reformers,— 


Arracument To Renicious Frerpom. Among the causes of this increase was the 
Another and more powerful canse of the in- good common sense of the early ministers of the 


crease of the denomination, was their universal denomination, ‘They appear to have reflected 


and unconquerable attachment to religious free- | hat that method of preaching which makes 


dom, There is obviously a natural and inte | trath tell most powerfully on the conscience 
mate affinity between civil and religious liberty |and the conduct, must be the best method — 
though incidental causes have sometimes es- | Phis method they readily perceived to have 
tranged the friends of one, from those of the | been that pursued by the first preachers of the 
other. Hence there might be found at this’ gospel, and they adopted it. With as little dis- 
time in Englaad some friends of Parlimentary P?s!Uon as ability to deal in critical disquisitions 
reform, who would shudder at the mention of 4% metaphysical subtleties, they contented 


Vhey chiefly urged those truths which are ob- 


© . ’ ; «! , at > ye 
ter than in the former. But it is believed that Y!OUS'¥ Mostimportant, as they are presented 


that the Baptists have been uniformly found the ™°S! frequently in the scriptures, and particu. | 


friends of religious freedom. ‘They seem to larly in the sermons of the prophets and apos- 
have always recognized the full import of that. tles. Phese are the trinity, or proper Deity of 
important declaration of Christ; My kingdom ofthe Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; the ex- 
is not of this world. They have, therefore, celience and universal obligation of the Divine 
without exception, opposed the union of Church law; the atonement of Jesus Christ ; the na- 
and State in any form whatever. There can ture and necessity of the influence of the Holy 
be no doubt that their hostility to religious es- Spirit in the renewal and sanctification of the 
tablishments arose, in part, from their experi- heart; the duty of men to repent of sin, to be- 
and 
new world. Great disabilities were suffered by | future endless rewards and punishments. 
them in the Southern States, where the power As they were thoroughly convinced of the 
was in the hands of Episcopalians, and_ still truth and paramount Importance of these doc- 
more in New England from the denomination: “oes, and had experienced their efficacy on 
of Congregattonalists. Immense sums of mon- their own hearts, thay urged them with zeal and 
ey, taken in the a_gregate, were extorted from |'@'erest, and they were successful in’ turning 
them in the shape of taxes, for the support of ME" from darkness to Tight. They ming ed, 
clergymen whom they did not, and whom they habitually and freely, with the people, were ac- 
could not hear with a good conscience ; o fines, quainted with their habits of thinking and feel- 
for what was considered contumacy and insub- | '"S and showed a deep sympathy in all that in- 
ordination to rightful authority ; and of expen- 'erested them. This produced a feilow feeling 
and often un- Letween them. The closeted student loses 
Mukitudes of them, including many of their though he may have learned and weighty mat- 
Ministers, and not a few females, suffered te- | fF to communicate, he is ignorant of the point 
and the means of access totheir hoartos where 
as the man who comes in daily contaet with the 
living world, though with more limited intellec- 
taal cultivation, and less abundant stores of 
‘Knowledge, retains those natural sympathies, 
ascertains the proper avenue to the affections, 
ces and in their own assemblies. ‘Their Min- and exerts a more powertan influence on the 
isters have been imprisoned, fined, whipped, ™*"* ofmankind., ‘This remark pretty nearly 
Now CXiubits the character of our early preachers, in 
contrast with that of the clergy ofthe leading 
denominations by which they were surrounded. 
The latter possessed vastly more general 
knowledge ; were more methodiéal in their 
| discourses ; and were far more acceptable to 
men of taste; while the latter were less intel. 
lectual, and less refined; but they dealt only in 
straths of high importance, and their communi- 
cations came home with warmth to men’s bo- 
soms and business, and they carried the multi- 
tude withthem. ‘They preached like their Mas- 
ler, and the common people heard them gladly. 
And, asit always) happens that) scholars, and 


In some instances they 
have suflered fines and imprisonment, or corpo- 
real punishment, not merely for neglect to hear 
or voluntarily support Ministers of other denom- 
inations; but also for worshipping God coutra- 
ryto the law, but according to their conscien- 


itis not unreasonable to suppose that circum. | 
in their 
minds an irreconcileable hostility to governmen- 
sull 
it is believed that their fundamental! and distin- 
guishing principles naturally tend to religious 
liberty. ‘They maintain that religion is a per- 


which no created being can have any right to, 
interfere, so long asthe rights of others are not 
infringed ; that in all religious duty, as for in- 
stance, the case of the special ordinances of the 


/ 
|to furnish a solitary volume that could perma- 


benefactors of their race ; they turned many to 
righteou-ness ; and there is every reason to be- 
weve, that when God makes his final estimate of 
human character, they will shine as stars in the 
firmament of the new heavens. G. 


THE FIRST BOOK STILL THE BEST. 

The experiment has been now so fully tried 
as to make the assertion very safe, that the 
Bible will never wear out. Books of practical 
religion have lasted for many generations, but 
have at last been displaced by something bet- 
ter suited to the state of religion and the taste 
of advancing ages. But the thousands of 
years which measure the age of the Bible have 
not buried itin disuse. Abraham still lives the 
father of the faithful, and the emigrant of 
Haran has not yet been eclipsed by the strong- 
er faith of any of those who have inherited 
the promises which he saw only afar off. No 
saint has yet complained that the Psalms of 
David are too cold in spirit, or too quaint in 
style, to be esteemed in modern days. The 


Bible. It is still fresh as ever in all the re- 
spects in which it was dear to the Jews. The 
wisdom of the Proverbs, and the typical Gos. 
pels which the prophets wrote, are not yet su- 
mind, Even the books of the publican Mat- 


been crowded out of notice by the noted histo. | 
rians who have followed them in the same path. 


and no system of theology, or volumes of prac- 
tical piety, have displaced the letters of the 
apostles, Whence is it that these Scriptures 
are thus immortal in their youth 7? Why have 
all human genius and piety perpetually failed 


nently impair the interest which the ehurch 


; | triumphs and prospective glories of the church 
standard of piety has never risen beyond the | es my cordial approbation and recommen 


i the compilers claim for this work 


perceded in the boasted progress of the human | 


j 


feels in the Bible, even apart fiom its Divine 
source? Wedo not know that any sceptic 
has met this argument.— Sunday School Jour- 
nal, 


Tuk Catruotic Cuvren.—We find in the 
Reveu Enevclopedique acircular letter from his 
Holiness Gregory 16th, of very considerable 
length, addressed to all the Bishops, in’ which 
he deplores the present state of the Catholic 
Church, the want of piety, the neglect of reli- 
gion, and above all what he considers the ab- 
surd and horrible doctrine of liberty of con- 
science, as asserted by many. The picture 
drawn by the Pope, is a very gloomy and ter- 
rific one. He calls upon Princes to second 
by their co-operation and authority the prayers 
of the clergy for a reformation; and upon the 
latter to invoke the Virgin and Saints Peter | 
and Paul to perserve the Church. The cir- 
cular is extremly well written, in the highly 
figurative scriptural language generally em- 
ployed by the Vatican. 


N. Y. Com. Adv. 


Anti-Cukistian.—At a meeting of a relig- 
ious representative body at Crawfordsville, In 
diana, a few weeks since, a vote was passed, 
of seven to iwo, disapproving of Temperance, 
Missionary, Bible and Tract Societies, and 
Sabbath Schools; and it was determined that 


the patronage of any of these institutions ough! 
to subject the offenders to ecclesiastical disci- 


pline. The argument that carried this point 
was the same as was used in opposition tothe 
introduction of a new vegetable into Scotland 
not many centuries ago,-—‘‘ Potatoes are no! 
mentioned in the Bible.” —S. S. Journal. 


According to the ‘Almanac of the Clergy of 
France,” the number of ecclesiastics in the 
Roman Catholic church in that country, is 36,- 
649; of candidates for holy orders, in various 
semimaries, 44,244; of females in nunneres 
and other religious communities, 19,340. There 
are ten archbishops and sixty-six ishops. 


men of taste, and close thinkers, constitute on- 


and act for himself, uncontrolled by authority, : | : 
a “* ty asmall minorty of mankind, while all men 


there being no scriptural warrant for substitu. 
ting a proxy ;—that in faith the mind should be 
left to its own unbiassed operations, and thus 
arrive at conclusions of its own, instead of be- 
ing required to subscribe a creed dictated to it 


by any man, or body of men, fal ible like himself; | — — b led | ' 
and that the Bible itself, in order to produce its | Another thing to be regarded in accounting 


intended benefits, should be read by every one | for the increase of the denomination, is the em- 
in his own way, understood in his own way, and —. Pony se one vend metas ¢ Rese eae 
obeyed in his own way. They acknowledge ms apse bs sr —_ Remi tg iD 
no head ofthe Church, but the Lord Jesus = a nd on 2 ieir “sia or earning, or 
‘Christ; no human authority in matters of faith eoiogica attainments, they placed simple Te- 

: liance on the influence of the Holy Spirit to 
‘render truth effectual on the hearts of their 
hearers, and they were not disappointed. Hap- 
pily removed from the influence of human ap- 
plause, they sought to approve themselves unto 
God, and contented themselves with the honor 
which cometh from God only. Allured by no 
prospect of filthy lucre, they regarded not the 
riches of this world, but sought to Jay up treas- 


feeling, our Ministers succecded, wlile those 
of higher pretensions on the score of mental 
culture and acquisitions, sometimes fell in the 


| Synods, &c. as symbols of faith and authorita- 
‘tive formulas of ecelesiastical procedure, they | 
uniformly reject, while they maintain, in its full 


The Bible is the religion of Protestants. 
| Suchare the distinguishing sentiments of the 
Baptists. Nor is it difficult to ascertain how 


these sentiments have contributed to the titer | sa Rhea h - Sauer 
est of the denomination. The South and the @f&5 eaven, and to promote the saivation 


fs hl -_ . eae? 
North had made an experiment, though in dif-| of —_ shey were leberinas, ool denging, 
ferent forms, of establishing religion by law.—| “Maas ine OW I ifi lent 
| The bitter fruits had been partaken by all dis- —. B 2905 tsanctines talents, 
senters, and disgust was the consequence. Not and efforts, and sufferings, tothe cause of truth. 
ae a ae “i wee i eas li sl adv g | | stl d pri 
a fev » Senne SGRTLIG, Hithy i shone advantageously in the Apostles and pri- 
ie led oy ne abel cow >. ganar yea el mitive christians noe is to cena for the 
now edged, and lamented the Injustice and an- lta ti ‘ 
ti-republicanism of the policy. ‘Fhe murmur of om o y iristianity. And, at all times,those 
. : , - < . | Ministers who are most{pic ings 
eee eee ecens vee wat faintly heard before ae be most ae int > -" Ther 
|the Revolutionary strugzle, gained strength iatuaes right moral a ¥ nd exem 
during that period, and after the achievement “ane nt . 8 ds na eaten oe aae.wue r 
| of national independence, when the State con- ?“"? eeak and meekness, and their we 
| stitutions were formed, most of them were made | C™PCte? 2&2); Ore _"s weight to _ — 
uch were our early minis- 


to symbolize with that masterpiece of political | Sages of truth. 


‘wisdom and palladium of our rights, the Con-| 
stitution of the United States, in providing for | 
the unrestrained exercise of religious freedom. 
And, as light has increased, and the genius of 
the national government has gradually develop- 
ed its influence on public sentiment, efforts 
were more frequenily made, and with constant- 
ly increasing success, in the excepted States 


And though they filled no large space in the 
public eye, while living, but “held the even te- 
nor of their way ;” and though they, now dead, 
occupy no niche in the temple of fame, or bril- 
'liant page in the volume of history ; they were 
dear to the hearts of their cotemporaries, and 
| their names are embalmed in the memories and 
’/ the affections of their successors. They were 


{ 


love common sense, and are capable of deep} 


NEW COLLECTION OF 


PSALMS AND HYMNS 


Published by Perkins and Marvin, Boston French 
and Perkins, Philadelphia ; John P. Haven, 
New York; and D. F. ROBINSON 
and CO. Hartford. 


CHURCH PSALMODY adapted to Public Wor- 
ship selected from Dr. Watts, and other authors. 
With marks for musical expression. Edited by 
Mason and David Greene. 


IN presenting to the public such a work as this, if 
is obviously proper that something should be said of 
the object and expec'ation of its compilers. These 
may be stated in a few words. It has been their aim 
and hope to make a selection of psalms and hymns 
of a highly lyrical character, in respect to sentiment, 
imagery, language, and structure ; possessing suffi- 
cient elevation and dignity to render them specially 
adapted to pubhe worship on the Sabbath, and pos- 
sessing at the same time, sucha variety of subjects 
and metres, and such a degree of simplicity, warmth, 
and animation, as should render them suitable for 
use in all social religious meetings, and in families. 
They have aimed, a!:o, to render the selection par- 
ticularly copious in those classes of hymns which are 
specially adapted to this period of revivals and of 
relizious benevolent institutions and labors, and to 
various important occasions 

In noticing the sources from which the materials 
for this book have been drawn, it may be stated that, 
Sesides the version of the psalms by Dr. Watts, and 
those versions that preceded his, and those of some 
authors of less note, made since his time, use has 
been made of two nearly entire versions, and one 
very extensive collection, recently published in 
England. Versions of many single psalms have 
been found scattered through the several collections 
of hymns whichhave been examined. In selecting 
the hymns, in addition to the hymn hooks used by 
the various denominations of Christians in the Uni- 
ted States, the compilers have examined eight or ten 
extensive general collections of hymns, besides a 
large number of smaller collections published in 
England, and which have never been republished, 
or for sale, in this country. Io these and other 
works. they suppose that they have examined nearly 
all the good lyric poetry in the English language, 

The number of metrical pieces of the psalms is 454, and 
the number of the hymns, 731, making 1185 in all. Of 
these, 421 are from Dr, Watts, who has, undoubtedly, 
written more good psalms and hymns, of a highly lyrical 
character, than any other author, and to whom the church 
is indebted, probably, for nearly half of all the valuable 
lvric poetry in the language. The names of the several 
authors, when known, or the collections from which the 
pieces have been taken, are given in the index to the first 
lines. 

The following testimonials wi!] show the estimation in 
which itis held by the gentlemen whose names are given 
below. They are subjoined, asan inducement to all inter- 
ested in the subject, to afford the book a carefu! and candid 
examination. 


From Rev. Jonx Brown, D. D. Hadley, Mass 
Messrs. Perkins and Marvin—The Church Psalmod rh 
been introduced into my congregation, The chan ; - 
made not hastily, but after due deliberation The “ om 
and stanzas, the omission of which 1 most regretted fie 
tr Pewee examination, to be in penetah, boone 
s rl acing than musi 
with them in the sanctuary—and am watcha ase: gt 

a . P 


place is more than supplied , 

‘ y the I’salms an 

ed, and not fonnd in any other collection w heey pa 

acaus . on cae | di* as ’ 

- q omens d. Lean say without hesitation, that the Chu ‘h 

salmody contains a greater Amount and variety of P tr 
i + ' ' poetry 


adapted to the ends of sacred Music, and less t} 
than is contained in ans other work extant “— is not 80, 
musical expression, which are set before the Re ee 
stanzas, greatly enhance the value of the work Seon 
itas highly calculated to promote the cause of ene Comside J 
in our churches ; and acquaintance with its ne pe music, 
will in time secure to it a gens ral cireulat on ‘ wat Marte 
Hadley, Mass, August, 1832 : 


-. J. BROWN 
From Rev. Lyaan Beecner, D. D , 
I have been in the habitoal use of the Church 
in public worship from its first publication 
ditions evangelical, and the copiousness variety Jad 
| ation of subjects ta the existing evierncen a: . — 
surpassing any selection of the kind | have chars ie, 
—besides the peculiar exce!lence of its more aalete) with 
character, 1 regard it as embody ing the be ot the , age 
| ena poets, whose heart the grace of God oe — rj 
and his providence prompted to celebrate t commen 8 
cing 


It possess. 


Psalmody, 
I find the ad. 


he 


‘ d ition 
Boston, August 1, 1832, LYMAN PEECHER 
From Rev, Mesers. Wresrn and Grees ; 


Bost 
. ’ n 
Creuecn Psarmopy —- ® 


i he two prime excellence s w hich 
. and we think or r 
: ! n pond 
grounds, are the superior style of its poetry, and its Ivricat 
: sf ‘ al 
character or adaptedness to music, In exeminin =p re 
ave he P a » We 
have been highly gratified with the range of subjects, and 
their pecuhar appropriateness to the ch acter and pa ne 
‘ e 


thew, and of John, the fisherman, have not | of the movements of the church at the present day, We 


were also gratified with finding so large a portion of the 
uprivailed productions of Watts embraced in the wothen 
considerably more than from any other author, and aaea, 
bly, nearly all that are adapted to being sune with mA t “8 
effect. These form the basis of the work. With inte ne 
combined manv. selections of ’t excellence pte 
and subsequent writers of ped ae dt way 2 " aon elles 
b | rea lyrics, The shortness of 
the pieces in this compilation, we think an excellence ri 
being more convenient, and admitting of greater variety x 
rhe key, consisting of characters familiar to every m m 
cian, will readily furnish manv useful suggestions yr 
performer, We have found the pieces in “sentiment - 
formly elevated, and truly evangelical ; and we do ' . 
think that the materials now possessed by the church lhe } 
furnish a better collection of Church Psalmody, either as te 
matter, stvle, or arrangement, The work has, shemales 
our cordial recommendation, as admirably adapted to »r0- 
0g the high and holy purpose of social and private ba 
ship. 
' B. B. Wisxer, Pastor of Old South Church, Boston 
5 anses : apr cts : ioe ° 

js bese o oY Pastor of Essex St, Church, Boston. 
From Rev. Messrs, Buaapen. Winstow, and Puetps, Boston. 

We have examined the “ Church Psalmody,” published 
by Perkins and Marvin, of this city, and take pleasure in re- 
commending it as 4 book of doctrinal and devotional poet- 
rv, welladapted for use in public worship, and in social re- 
ligious meetings, 

It contains less to offend correct taste, than any other 
compilation with which we are acquainted ; while, at the 
same time, it presents all the leading doctrines of the evan- 
gelical system, ina clear and unquestionable form, 

The compilers have made Watts the foundation of their 
selection, while they have taken trom other anthers, many 
pieces of devotional poetry which have been long admired, 
and onght to be preserved and sung by the people of God, 
Che arrangement of subjects Is Very judicious, 

G. W. Buacnen, Vastor of Salem St. Chh. Boston. 

H. Wixstow, Pastor of Bowdoim St. Ch, Boston. 

A. A. Pures, Pastor of Pine St. Church, Boston, 
Boston, October 1, 1832. 


From Rev. Tuomas TH. Sxivner, D.D, 

Until the appearance of the “ Church Psalmody,"* pnb- 
ished by Per&:ns and Marvin, of Boston, the selection of 
Psalins and Hymns best suited to be used iv public worship, 
was, In my judgment, that which the General Assembly au- 
thorized to be used in the churches under their care, in 
1830. My estimation of that selection is not abated, but 
increased, by trial of it, continued since its first publication, 
The * Church Psalmody,” however, I deem, in many re- 
spects, superior toany book of the class, that | have vet 
seen; and Leannot but hope, that, along with the Presbyte- 
rian and other selections, it will speedily be in use in all our 
Evangelical churches. a, 

Philadelphia, Oct, 20, 1832. 


Snennwean. 


From Rev. Noan Porter, D. D. 

Messrs. Perkins and Marvin--Owing toa change in our 
choir of singers the last spring, an opportunity was afford- 
ed for achange of books, more favorable than was likely to 
occur for several years. In prospect of this, the ‘Church 
Psalmody” published by you, was examined by our Eccle 
siastical Committee. and a few other individuals among us, 
best qualified to judge of its merits, It was their unani- 
mous opinion, that this collection is so far superior to any 
other now in use, that, notwithstanding the inconvenience 
f a change, it ought to be introduced, It 1s now about six 
nonths since we began the use of it; and our estimation 
of it has been continually rising. It seems to me eminent!yv 
aftapted to aid the devotions and promete the comfort and 
improvement of the people of God; nor have L heard of a 
single complaint from any quarter, on account of our having 
introduced it. After the recornmendations which have been 
viven of it by others, it is quite unnecessary for me to spe- 
cify its various excellences. Suflice it to say, that all the 
objects, with reference to which it was compiled and ar- 
ranged, are happily attained, Noau Porter, 

Farmington, Conn. Nov, 7, 1832, 


From Rev. Lymaw Gitrrat. 

The “Church Psalmody” was subjected to a thorough 
examination before it was adopted by my people, It has 
now been in use in my congregation about nine months, and 
has been constantly. growing in our estimation. I can, 
therefore, cordially add my humble recommendation to 
those already published. Lyman Giteert. 

Newton, Nov, 13, 1832. 6w46 


JETNA INSURANCE COMPANY. 
*PNCORPORATED for the purpose of Insuring 

against LOSS and DAMAGE by FIRE only, 
witha caprtal of BOQ.QOOO Dollars, secured and 
vested in the best puossitle manner—offer to take 
risks on terms as favorable as other offices. 

The business of the Company is principally confi- 
ned to risks in the country, and therefore so detach- 
ed, that its capital is notexposed to great losses by 
sweeping fires. 

The office of the company is kept at the east door 
of Treat’s Exchange Coffee House, State street, 
where a constant attendance is given for the accom- 
modation of the publ, 

DIRECTORS OF THE COMPANY, 

Thomas K. Brace, |.Joseph Pratt, 

Henry L. Ellsworth, George Beach, 

Thomas Belden, \Stephen Spencer, 

Samuel Tudor, ‘Oliver D. Cooke, 

Henry Kilbourn, ‘James Thomas, 

Griffin Stedman, ‘Denison Morgan, 

Joseph Morgan, Daniel Burgess, 
Elisha Dodd, 


Elisha Peck. 
Jesse Savage, 
THOMAS K. BRACE, Presid. 
JAMES M. GOODWIN, Secretary. 
Hartford, Jnne 21. eow 


WELLS’ LEVER 
PRINTING PRESS. 


HE subscriber continues to make this most es- 
teemed press. Orders are solicited, od shal 
be promptly attended to. 


Royal, platten 20} by 26 inches) $200 
Super-Royal,( “ 22 “* 28 © ) $210 
Imperial, ( « 214 314  ) $220 
Elephant, ( “ 224% 35 “ ) $240 
Mammoth, ( “ 244 364 “ ) $260 


Presses of any intermediate size made to order. 


Terms.—Cash, or approved notes drawing interest 
from time of date. s 
The subscriber also manufactures PRINTER 


CHASES. 


REPAIRING OF PRESSES, &c. &c. done as 
emth J. HUBBARD WELLS. 


Hartford, Oct. 27. Steowis4l 
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